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Dear all,  
We are thrilled to present the first edition of the IGNITE – Inspiring Girls and Grassroots Networks For Inclusive and Transformative Education – newsletter! This quarterly newsletter will keep you informed about the project progress and updates. 
In this first newsletter,  you will learn more about the project IGNITE, its objectives and the members of the consortium.


		




					[image: Facebook icon]
	[image: Instagram icon]
	[image: Twitter icon]













	IGNITE: Inspiring Girls and Grassroots Networks for Inclusive and Transformative Education!  

	The International Rescue Committee is leading the IGNITE consortium in partnership with the Doria Feminist Fund, the Partnership for African Social and Governance Research (PASGR) and Urgent Action Fund-Africa (UAF-A),  IGNITE is a 36-month project funded by the French Development  Agency (AFD). 
 
Striving to be rooted in sustainable and locally driven approaches, the project aims to support feminist CSOs through capacity strengthening and funding to advance gender-transformative education while empowering marginalized adolescent girls. 
Through grant-making and collaborative capacity strengthening in organizational and technical areas including research and advocacy, the IGNITE Consortium will support local feminist and youth led CSOs to address the gender norms that hinder adolescent girls in and through education.   
 
IGNITE will run from March 2023 to February 2026 and will cover six countries within two regions (Middle East and Sub-Saharan Africa): Cameroon, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Jordan, Lebanon and Nigeria.  


		




	Who are we? 
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The Consortium partners:  
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										The Doria Feminist Fund is an organization working in the MENA region which seek to create a feminist ecosystem where the new generation of feminist movement in the MENA region has access to more and better funding and resources.  



		The IRC is a humanitarian organization founded in 1933 which seeks to help people whose lives and livelihoods are shattered by conflict and disaster, including the climate crisis, to survive, recover and gain control of their future.  
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										The PASGR is a pan-African not-for-profit profit organization based in Nairobi, working in more than 26 African countries to enhance research excellence in governance and public policy that contributes to the overall wellbeing of women and men.  



		UAF-Africa is a feminist, Pan-African, rapid response fund committed to transforming power relations through resourcing African feminists and women human rights defenders and their formations as an act of solidarity. 




























		




		




	What’s new? 
The IGNITE Inception Workshop:  Making meaningful connections and laying solid foundation for collaboration 

	
Following the official start of the project activities in May 2023, we conducted our first inception workshop from July 3rd to July 7th, 2023 in Kampala.  The workshop was a unique opportunity to gather representatives from the consortium partners, IRC Technical Advisors working on project-related topics such as Child protection, Education, Inclusion, Safeguarding and Women Protection and Empowerment, as well as the Director of the Violence Prevention and Response Unit.  

Through various sessions on grant-making capacity-sharing and other technical thematic, the consortium members developed a common understanding of the project objectives, deliverables, and challenges, and lay the foundation for our future work. We engaged in insightful discussions, shared our experiences and expertise, and got to know each other on a deeper level. It was inspiring to witness the collective passion and commitment from all participants as we worked towards our shared goal of empowering both CSOs and adolescent girls in Africa and the Middle East.  

The workshop served as a platform to plan activities for the upcoming months (inception phase) and beyond. We collaboratively identified key milestones and mapped out a strategic action plan to guide our efforts. Through co-creation and collective brainstorming, we built strategies to ensure that the project remains in line with our inclusion and feminist principles.  


	IGNITE at Women Deliver: Catalyzing action on the neglected challenges of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR)
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Through various sessions on grant-making capacity-sharing and other technical thematic, the consortium members developed a common understanding of the project objectives, deliverables, and challenges, and lay the foundation for our future work. We engaged in insightful discussions, shared our experiences and expertise, and got to know each other on a deeper level. It was inspiring to witness the collective passion and commitment from all participants as we worked towards our shared goal of empowering both CSOs and adolescent girls in Africa and the Middle East.  

The workshop served as a platform to plan activities for the upcoming months (inception phase) and beyond. We collaboratively identified key milestones and mapped out a strategic action plan to guide our efforts. Through co-creation and collective brainstorming, we built strategies to ensure that the project remains in line with our inclusion and feminist principles.  


		




		




	What’s next?

	During the inception phase, we will be focusing on setting up different governance bodies for the project, conducting a context analysis and mapping in the countries covered to build a thorough understanding of the contexts in which we are going to intervene, as well as finalizing our grant-making manual and launching our call for proposal before the end of the year.  


		




	Thank you for your interest in IGNITE and your unwavering commitment to empowering CSOs and adolescent girls. We look forward to sharing more insights into our grant-making approach in our upcoming newsletter. Stay tuned for updates on the project's progress.
 
Best regards, 
The IGNITE Team  
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	This email has been sent to you because you have heard about the IGNITE project and we thought you might be interested to learn more about the project updates. If you do not wish to receive future newsletters, you can unsubscribe by clicking here.
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